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Whether the Church be the foundation 
and ground of our faith? Aud of the 


true ſtate of this Queſtion. 


F the pertinacy of our Ad- 

uerlaries were not ſogreat, 

it were an ealy matter to de- 

tine this queſtis out of thole 

few wordes of the Apoſtle, 

affirming, that the Church is the Pillar 

and ground of truth: for ſeing that our 

faith relyeth vpon truth, (that is to ſay, y- 

pon the moſt ttue wotd of God) and that 1. Tie, 

the Church is the Pillar and ground of ; v. . 

this truth, it muſt necdes follow that 

the Church is the Pillar and ground of 

our faith, as afterward we will declare 

more at large. But becauſe out Aduerſa- 
| a 
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- Part. II. Contrauerſ. IJ. 
ties got abdut to obfure this great and 
renowned ptay ſe of out Church, we will 
trente of this matter more exactly: eſpeci- 
ally becaule this is a queſtion of great im- 
portance , leing that theron dependeth 
our Whole faith, For eucry thing tely- 
eth and dependeth of his foundation 
Moreouer , heereby is declared the great 
excellence and authority ot the Church. 
Hence alſo other opinios of our faith are 
to be proucd which our Aduerſaries de- 
ny, their crrorsconftured , and they them- 
ſelues very eaſily conuinced: but that the 
true ſtate of this Controuetſie may the 
better be ynderftood , three thinges are to 
noted. | 

2. Thefirſt is, that every ſcience and 
doctrine hath her grounds & principles, 


out of which all other cthinges are dedu- 


ccd, proucd, and deperide :. wherefore 
we mult heere diligently examine and 
ſearch out the ttue ptinciples of our faith, 
leaſt otherwiſe out faith become doubt - 
full and yncertaine . 
3. The ſecond is, that there are two 
1 of our faith, the one, that God 
true, and the Author of truth, the o- 
ther that theſe thinges which we belicue 
are ſpoken and reuealed vnto ys by God. 
There is lefle difficulty of the former 
pri 
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1 For all who confeſle * 
15a God, = calily know cuen by natural 
reaſon,that he is true, or rather the very 
Truth it ſelſe. And ſeing that he is the 
chiefeſt he can deceiue no bod 
and ſeing that he is Wiſdome it ſelſe, « 
cannot be deceyued . Hereu nthe Aj 
ſtle taketh this as 4 principle L manifcltly 
knowne by it ſclfe, It is impoſlible for 
Codtolye. 

4. But the doubts and difficulties 
which we cõceyue cocerning matters of 
faith doeſpecially atiſe of the ſecõd prin- 
ciple, to wit, becauſe we know not cer- 
tainly that ſuch things as we belieue, are 
reuealed by God: for hence ariſeth the 
whole cotrouerſy with lewes, Twrkes, & He» 
retikes. For all do cõfeſſe that God is true, 
but the Tarkes ſay that their AlcorZ7 was ro- 
vealedynto the by God, the lewes their Ta. 
mud, the Anebaprifts their bible, cortupted & 
maymed by them;the Aantimimuerians their 
blaſphemics vttered againit the Bleſſed 
Trimty ; the Lutberans their opinions, the 
Caluiniſts theirs, and the Carbolizes theirs. 
And hence it is that we need greatly ſome 
ſure foundation , principle, rule, and meanesy 
whereby we may know certzinly which 
is the doctrine indeed reuealed by God, 
and which is not, othcerwilc our fayth 
A3 will 
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* Pari II. Contronerſ. IJ. 
will alwaycsremayne doubtfull and vn. 
dertayne. 

. Tbhethird is, that God is accuſto« 
med three wayes to aſſure his Church of 
this his reudation . The firſt way is, 
when God himſelſe appeareth frõ heauen 
and ſpeaketh to his Church, for ſo in 
tymes paſt he ſpake vnto all the children 

Exod . Of Iſracl, when he gave them the tables of 
v. , bi; Law in the mount Sinay. 
6. The ſecond is, when God ſpeaketh 
to one alone from heauen, and he ſendeth 
him to the Church, that he may reucale 
vnto the whole Church ſuch things as 
God hath ſpoken vnto him. So in tymes 
ſt in the old Teſtament God ſpake by 


Exod, 24 himlelfe to Mojſes , and Moſes reucaled | 


v. . theſamethingsto the people. And in the 

Ad Gal. new Teſtament Chrift in this manner re- 

. v. 1. wealed his Ghoſpell to 8. Paul , which 
he after ward reuealed vnto others. But 
theſe two wayes are extraordinary, and 
are ceaſed, as all docõfeſſe, excepting only 
&few Anabeprifts and Swenkeldiam , whole 
madneſſe and folly all men difproue . 

7. Thethird way isordinary, which 
alwayes remayneth in the Church, and 
whereof the whole controverſy is. For 
almoſt all Lutherans & the purer ſort of Cal- 

waiſt: will haue the ſole Scripture to — 
. 


k 


( Concerning the ground of Faith .) 7 
the foundation and rule, w herby we may 


certainly know the true revelation of Cal, J. 1! 
God from the falſe . But Ca himſelſe Haff. cp. y. 
ze the firſt bluſh ſcemeth to attribute erf. 1. & 


this to the ſole Scripture, and v 
meliouſly inueygheth againſt Catholikes 
who deny it, whome therefore he calleth 
brauling and ſacrilegious perſons : yet 


coru- ** 


a licle after he reduceth the principall Cala. cod 
and cheifeſt certaynty of Scriptures, and <7. ſe. 
of our whole fayth to the particuler and 4% fs 


priuate ſpirit of euery belecuer, The late © 


Caluinifts do put two grounds and rules of 
fayth , to wit the Scripture, and this pri- 
uate ſpirit ; But Catholikes do teach that 
neyther the Scripture alone is (ufficient , 
nor this priuate ſpirit togeather with the 
Scripture : but moreouer the ſpirit, and 
authority of the whole & viſible Church 
isneceſlary . And this is the true ſtate of 
of this queſtion , 

g. Wewill therfore explicate foure 
things, that this whole controucrſy may 
more clearly be defined . Fiyſ what are 
the properties and conditions of the ground of 
fayth, for by theſe the ground it ſelfe will 
eaſily be knowne. For cuen as by the pro- 

jes of a man it may be knowen who 
is a true man, and by the properties of 
any other thing, the thing it ſelſe may be 
* ꝙ9a 4 knowne 
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$ Part. 11.Controncrſ. 1 Is. 
knowyne So by the praperties of the 

round ot fayth, the ground it ſelfe ilhe 
— Secondly it ſhalbe proucd that the 
Scripture alone is not a fufficicat ground 
or rule of taych . Thirdly, that aeyther 
any priuate ſpirit will (uffiſe, Fourthly 
that the authority of the Catholike 
Church, is the molt true ground and rule 
of fayth , 5 


CHAP. II. 


The properties of the ground and ratc of 
our fayth are alle dged. 


Hunz ate ten properties of the 
ground or rule of fay th, and they 
axe ſo manifeſt aud certayne, that 
none can doubt thereof, I he firſt 
is the continual, and never inierrupted duration 
thereof to the end of the world . For cutn 
as fayth and the Church do alwdyecs en- 
dure & continue; fo mult alſo the ground 
of fayth, ſeing that nothing can conſiſt 
without his foundation and ground. 

2. The ſccond propertic is the woſt 
certayne and vudoabted truth thereof, in fo 
much, that it neythex can deceyue any, 
nor be deccaued in any thing appertay- 
ning 


rutc of 


s ofthe * 


nd they 
ne, that 
[ he firſt 
duration 
or cuen 
yes eu- 
ground 
con ſiſt 
nd . 
the woſt 
f, info 
Ic any, 
pertay- 
ning 


* 
* 


wile it ſhould be yacertaine and doubt- 


full, yea allo the fayth it ſelſe ſhould be 


falle and hurtfull vnto ys , 

The third propertic is the rt 
therof on our part, For it is neceſſary that 
the trne fayth be not only. certayne in it 
ſel fe, but allo to vs. Becauſe error and vn- 
certaynty is ingendred in vs, if the thing 
be —— and obſcurely propoſed, 
how ccrtayne ſoeuer it be in it ſelſe. 

4 - The ſearth property is, the firength 
& imnvuutability therof, lo that this ground 
can by no meaves be depraued, changed, 
or corrupted . For otherwiſe truth will 
ſometymeperiſh, & there will ariſe ſome 
erroragaialt fayth. 

. The ſſih property is the ſalluaſe & 
ſufficiency of thoſe things which arc to be 
belicucd, that is to lay, it muſt conteine 
all chings appertayning to the Catholike 
fayth , ſeeing that nothing can conſiſt 
without his ground or foundation , 

6, The ſixt property, is the nereſſiy 
therof, that is to ſay, it muſt neceflarily be 
receiued of all, who haue the true fayth, 
and becauſe without it, true fayth can- 
notconliſt , euen as the building cannot 
continue Without the foundation, 

7. Theſeaventh property is, that it 18 

Ax 4 


10 Part .I1.Contronerſe IT . 
a fiene and token, wherby C hriſtian: 
are diſtinguiſhed from Infidells . For he 
which wanteth the ground and rule of 
fayth is an infidell, but he who retayneth 
it, is a true beleeber. 

8. The eight property 1 — 
and concluſion of fayth, this 

virtually comerned, ſeeing that out er it al 
things areto be deduced , & they receiue 
the certaynty trom it, 

9- Thenintbproperty is, that it not en 
moue Chriſtians to belieue , but that it alſo conunce 
the infidells. For otherwiſe the way to faith 
and eternall ſalustion, hould not be 
knovvne, or open to Infidells , 

10+ Thetenthoroverty is,that it be con 
teined expreſly in the Apoſtles Creed , wherein 
all che ir groundes of our fa yeh are con- 
teined: for the Apoſtles after they had 
received the holy Ghoſt, were not ſo for- 
getfull that in the Creed or Summary of 
fayth which they ſet downe to be belie- 
ved of all, they would let paſſe the firſt 
and chicfeſt ground of fayth. And thus 
much of the properties of the ground of 
fayth . 
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{ Concerning the grownd of Faith.) re 
CHAP, III. 


_ Thatthe Scripture alone is not the ground 


or rule of | fayth + 


Har the Scripture alone is not 
the groũd of our fayth, we haue 
already declared by the proper- 
ticsof the ground of fayth, be- 
fore alledged . For ot thole ten properties 
the Scripture hath oly one, to wit, Truth; 
but al the other properties are witing vn- 
to it. The w hich we clearly demõſtrate in 
this ſort . Firſt of all,@perpetuall duration, 


ud continuance is wanting. For the 


holy Scripture begun brit ynder the old 
law in Moyſes tyme, wheras two thou- 
ſand yeares before, there were both true 
belecuers and a Church. In like manner in 
the new law the Apoſtles began to write 
ſome yeares after they had recciued the 
holy Ghoſt . 


2. Secondh,the certaynty on our part Supra be 
is wanting, ſecing that we know not gro. 1. c. 5. 


which is the Canonicall Scripture by the & infra 
Scripture itſelfe, but by the authority of he corr.s. 
the Church, as we baue proved be- . 15+ 


fore, and will allo moreat large declare 
heere- 


is Tar. II. Contronerſ« I. 


heereafter . 
3 » Thirdly , the foreſaid ſtrength & 
immutability is wanting; for parte 


of the holy Scripture conſidered in it 

ovyne nature, ĩs ſubject to many alterati- 

ons and faltifications . For it may be de- 

Sura. ſiroicd, it may be corrupted, it may be 

Contros \reſted to contrary (ſenſes, wherof we 

haue ſpoken before. | 

4. Fourthly, that fulneſſe and fuffi- 

ciency is wanting , becauſe all thinges 

_ neceflary to ſaluation ate not expreſly cõ-· 

Supra ©o- tained in holy Scriptures, as we haut alſo 

* + declared before. 

bs _ 5. Fiftly, the foreſaid neceſſity is 

I wanting . For without the holy Scrip- 

turetherewere in the law of Nature for 

the ſpace of two thouſand yeares many 

true believers . And allo long after Chriſt, 

yea cuen till the tyme of $8. Irenew, that is 

to ſay, almoſt two hundred yeates, chere 

were many Nations Who fincerely belie- 

8. benen ued in Chriſt, without any holy Scri- 

Lz- cap.4. pture , as 8. Irenew himſclte teſtifieth. 

Laſtly, albeit Infidels ſhould burne all 

the Bibles, yet the faith of Chriſtians 

ſhould not therfore periſh,or be holy o- 

uerthrow ue. Therfore our faith doth not 
neceflarily depend of the Scripture .' 

6. Fixtly, the ſeauenth property it 
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{ Concerning the ground of fayth . ) 13 
alſo wanting : for by the holy Scripeurey 
the true Chriſtians arc nor diſtinguiſhed 
from Infidels, becauſe almoſt all Here- 
tickes do both now receyue the holy Scri- 
ptures , and in tymes palt allo receyued 
them. 

7. Seanenthly, the eight propertie is 
wanting, for there are many pointes of 
faith which rely ypon the Traditions of 
the Church only, without any expreiſe 
Scripture at all, as we haue declared 
before. | 

$8. Eightly, the ninth property is 
wanting. For Turkes and other Gentills 
who are only lead by naturall reaſon, 
are very ſeldome or neuer conuerted by 


' Scriptures only: but we add alſo ſore - 


ther naturall reaſons and perſwafions that 
they may beconuerted. For there 
ay things in holy Seriptures which [@me 
Gre to naturall rea ſon, as the 
ſteryes of the Bleſſed Trinity, Incarnation , & 
Reſury efron of the dead cc. } 241041 
| Ninthly; there wanteth laſt of 
all the tenth property, for there is no- 
thing extant ofthe Scripeure in the Apo- 
Mes Creed. | 
10. The holy Scripture indeed is 
the and reaſon ,' why we believe 


regia of icky bet potter 


Su pra 
Cet. 
16. C17. 


Is Part. lI.Contronerſ.11, 

why we belicue all. Morcouer neyther 
is it the firit ground of all that we belicue 
by it. For the Scripture it (elf is proued 
by ſome other more generall ground, to 
wit , by the authority of the Church, 
VVberforethe Scripture is only a parti» 
culer ground and not a generall: a medi- 
ate, and not immediate: a ſecondaty, 
end not the firſt, and chictelt rule of 
taith . 


CHAP. III. 


That the priuate or particaler ſpirit of e. 
wery one is not the ground or 
rule of faith. 


H AT no priuate ſpirit of any 

can be the ground of our Faith, is 

farre more euident by the lame 

propertics now alledged . For 

none of thele ten properties doth «+ 

wich the private ſpirit of cuery one 

that belieueth, the which we declare in 
theſc arguments. 


1. Firſt there wanteth the forelaid | 


continuence. For there is no priuate of 
particuler perſon , who hath continued 
trom the beginning of the world, or (ball 

£N+ 


£a a = £Aa _— ld 


* * — — — = 


= 3-4-3357 "EE EL 


neyther 
| belicue 
proued 
und , to 
-hurch, 
a parti» 
a medi- 
ondary, 
rule of 


it of any 
Faith, i 
the lame 
ed , For 
doth «+ 
uery one 
eclare in 


at 


 foreſaid 


riuate of 


, or (ball 
en- 


( Concerning the ground of Faith.) 15 
endurc till the end therof , as faith hath 
continued. 

21 Secondly, there wanteth truth, be- 
cauſe there is no priuate man to be found 
which cannoterre and be decriued, for 
as witnelleth the Apoſtle , Exery man # 
alar. Y 

3. Thirdly, there wanteth certainty 
in propoſing matters of faith vnto vs, be- 
cauſe none can be certaine that any pri- 
uate perſon can have ſuch a ſpirit, yea cue 
in our Aduerſaries iudgmets. For the pre- 
deſtinate only in their opinion haue this 
ſpirit, cucn as they only in their judg- 
ments haue the true fayth : but the pre- 
deſtinate arc knowen to none but on 


to God, according to chat of the Apoſtle 


Gol knoweth who a bis . The which Calumn 
expreſſely reacheth . 

4. Foutbly, the foreſaid ſtrength and 
immutability is —— —— a pri- 
nate mun hath not that ſtrength and im- 
mutedilicy of his doctrine. Our Aduerſa- 
ries themſelues conſeſſe, and experience 
teacheth vt, that they often tymes change 


their interpretations of Scriptures, and 


| at diners tymes they teach plaine contra- 


nes z yea they confeſſe, that this their prĩ- 
unte ſpirit is not permanẽt with them, — 


Ad Rom. 
. 54. 


1. 1 Tin. 
5 * 19. 
Cats 4. 4. 
Inſlis «To 
1 * + 


Vieh 
Pari/ an. 
1566, . 

diſp. v. diei 
ſub from 


dead. C156 01 


16, Fr. came. 

the which they ptoue out of that place 
of the 29. or 30. Plalme, the eight veric; 
Then haſt lune thy face from wit un 1 became 
troubled . Far thus they atiirmed in that 
tamous, dilputation , hed. at Paris 4 
Anno 1566- WH | 

5 - Hfth, there wantcth that fulncſſe 
& lufficicncy , becauſe no ptiuat man ean 
define all poynts of fayih-;- (ceing that 
many were defined before he was 
againſt the ancient heremkes , and there 
wilbe many things defined in the 
Church attet his death, afſopac axthere 
ſhall ariſe any new berehies , 

6, Sixih,there wanteth necellity; For 
beforetbere Was any prinete map which 
now liueth,, thert was wuctayih , and: 
the ſame fayth will continue aftcr be in 


7 + Seni, there wanteth the (ca- 
uenth property of the rule of fayth , ſeing 
that by this provete ſpuit 6. Chtiſtian cen- 
not be. diſtipguidhed.. from: en inßdell. 
But io truth all heretike do bragge , and 
boaſt that they haue this privete: ſpiv it, 
Whberas notwithſtandinggnecodemaah: 
orrather damncth another... 

8. Fighth, there wanteth the eight 
property. For no point of faith oan be cer- 


ainly deduced out of this private [pirit, 


only, 
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( Concerning the ground of fayth. ) 17 
only, ſeeing that it is oftentymes vncer- 
tayne and deceitfull. 

9. Nimbly , there wanteth the ninth 
property: For it is a ridiculous thing for 
one to endrauour to covucrt an inhidelbro 
the fayth by bragging only, that he hath 
this private ſpirit „the which none can 
eyther ſee or vnderſtand. 

10, Tembly, there wanteth the tenth 
and laſt property, becauſe there is no 
mention made of this priuat and particu- 
let ipirit iu the Apotiles Creed, © 

13 And the true ſpirit of faith 

Which is in cuery faythtull ſoule , her- 
of the 'Apo'tle (pcakerh when hela yth, 
that vr baue the ſpirn of ſayth, is not the x, ad Cor 


: ground or rea/nn of tayth we. herre jnthb.q.y, 


peak of, buti? 15 the helpe of Cod, ot 33+ 
the ſupernatural! giit of tayth , whereby 
our yndcritadivg iv helyco to belieue, aud 
it is in regatd ot our vndetſtanding, as it 
were the eth iẽt cauſe of the ads of faith. 
But we ſpeake in this place of the for- 
mall cauſe or reafon of fayth , as it 
apperiayneth to the obiet of faych 
Which is the word of God , and by 
which we know what is the true reuca- 
led word of God, and what is not. For 
albeut the holy Ghoſt and the gift of faith 
moue vn to bclicue , yet they do not raſbly 
. mouse 


—— 


Hizxtth .co. 


„. 20, 


Jan. 14. y. 
165 


20 Fart. II. Centroucrſ. II. 
poſſibly we can delire. Secing that the 
Church isaſwaies prelent, Who explica- 
terial waies her mynd vnto Ys in plaine 
an. manitelt wordes, Andi it at any ty me 
there ariſe any doubt or Controtaaks 
her decrees, che preſently d 
otherwile, then if the P 
writers of the ould an 
were yet aliu-, and v 
cate their mynds vnt 
proper words . Fo 
Ghoſt who in ty 
mouth of the Pro 
and who ipeaketh n 
the Church: jor it is nw) 
the ſpirit of your Father that 
4. The Church bach © 
perty. For there is exceeding gre 
and immutability in the doctrine of the 
Church. For this truly can neuer be cor- 
rupred , falſified, or chaunged , becauſe 
the Church is alwaics preſent, who al- 
waics giueth moſt eleare and euident te- 
ſtimony of her o ne doctrine. This do- 
ctrine alſo of the Church remayneth al- 
vvaies conſtant and immonca ble, becauſe 
the holy Ghoſt is alwaies preſent who 
will not permit the Church to erre, ac- | 
cording to thoſe wordes of Chriſt: I wil 
2 be will giuc you —_— 
*, 


be cor- 
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(Concerning the ground of faith.) 2t 
ſerter, that be may remayne exerlaſtinglywith you. 

5. The Church hath the fifth pro- 
— that is to lay, the fulneffe and ſut- 

iency of doctrine .. Fot the Church tea- 
cheth all th inges neceſſaty to ſaluation, 
ding to that promiſe of Chriſt: 
the ſpirit of ttuth ſhall come, he 


id heeraftcr allo will condemne 
ariſing and Sppugning the Ca- 
lich. In like manner he Alwaies 
h to all doubtes and c culties 
d vnto her, becauſe the is alwaies 
and alwaics liucth. 

+ The Church hath alſo the ſixt 
perty , that isto ſay, neceſſity. For no 
doctrine muſt be receyued as a point of 
faith, vnleſſe it be receyued and appro- 


ved by the Church, as we haue declared Srprac. 8. 
before by the example of S. Pal WhO * Con 


ch you all truth. $9 that the 25cm. 16. vi 
hath h ĩtherto condemned all he- 3. 


although he receyued his Ghoſpell im- 79% » 


mediatly from God by the reuclation o 
Chriſt, yet he was commaunded by 1c- 
udation to go tothe viſible Church, and 
to conferre the Ghoſpell which he prea- 
ched with thoſe who were in the viſible 
Chorch, leaſt perhaps in vaine he ſhould 
runne, or had rurne. 
7. Lea and others could not ſaſely 
B I be- 
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Fccleſ. 19 + 
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1. Ioan. 4 
5. 


1 F. H. Conironerſ, II. 
moue vs without any reaſon ot ground. 
For he, as the wiſe man ſayth , whebebenerh 
quickely is ligbt of hart , but with a ſolid and 
ſure ground according to thoſe words of 
S. lob : do not ( dearth beloned )beliene every ſyi- 
ri, bus prove the ſytriii whether they be of God. But 
this proofe , and tryall neceflanily requi- 
reth ſome good reaſon and ſure ground, 
whereof we will ſpeake in the next 
Chepter. 

11. Laſllyit is to be confidered, that 
we do hecre diſpute of the Catholik faith 
as it is neceſſary to al to att aine their cter- 
nall ſaluation, & not of the ſpeciaſl fayth 
of one ox other,the which we know very 
well may ariſe or proccede trom ſome 
particuler or extraordinary revelation 


+. of Cod: but this is not the Catholike 


fayth , nor an ordinary, but an extraordi. 
nary fayth, not to be admitted generally 
of all, till ir be approued and receyued by 
the Church, as preſently we will declare 
more at large, 
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concerning the ground of Faith .) 15 
CHAP. V. 


That the Catholike Church is the ground 
or rule of our Faith . 


Har the Catholike and viſible 

Church is the moſt (olide and 

tiue ground of our faith is mani- 

feltly proucd by the former pro- 
pertics of the Ground of faith. For all 
thole ten properties do very well agree 
to the Church, and to nothing els belides, 
The Church bath the firſt property, to 
wir, a continuall and neuer - intetrupted 
duration, For the Church bath alwaics , 
continued as We haue alrcady prourd , 2 
even, by the teſtimony of our Aduerſa- — 
ries, 

2+ The Church alſo bath the ſecond 

property, that is to ſay, a molt certaine 
and yndoubted truth, becauſe ſhe can ne 2 | 
ver erte in ſaitb, as we baue proued be- „ 


fore . 7 , buns 
3. sde bathal@the third property, 

thativto ſay, the infallible certainty on 

our partes, becauſe in the doctrine of the : 


Church, we may haue the greateſt cer- 
taintiy rr euidency that 
pollibly 
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pollibly we can deſire. Secing that the 
Church isa waies prelent, Who explica- 
teth alwaies her mynd vnto Ys in plaine 
and maniteit wordes. And it at any.tyme 
there ariſe any doubt or Controucrly in 
her decrces , the preſently declateth it no 
otherwile, then if the Prophet; & other 
writers of the ould and new Teſtament 
were yet aliu-, and would clearly expli- 
cate their mynds vnto vs in their owne 
proper words. For it is the ſame holy 
Ghoſt who in tymes paſt ſpake by the 
mouth of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 


and who ſpeaketh now by the mouth of 


the Church: jor it not you that ſpeake , but 
the ſpirit of your Father that ſpeaketh in you . 

4. The Church bath the fourth pro- 
perty. For there is excecding great ſtrẽgth 
and immutability in the doctrine of the 
Church. For this truly can neuer be cor- 
rupred , falſified, or chaunged , becauſe 
the Church is alwaics preſent, who al- 
waics giueth moſt cleare and euident te- 
ſtimony of her ow ne doctrine. This do- 
Arinealloof the Church remayneth al- 
vraie conſtant and immouca ble, becauſe 
the holy Ghoſt is alwaies preſent who 
will not permit the Church to erre, gc- 


+ cording to thoſe wordes of Chriſt: I wil 


ake m7 Faber, n by will giue you another. Com- 


1 jero 


8 


my wwe —-« --« £-« «= ac _ x d a. 


» Aw 5 Am = = «© —” &a we 


ſerter, that be may rem u exerlaſtingly with you. 
5. The Church hath the fifth pro- 
„that it to lay, the fulneffe and ſut- 
iency of doctrine . Fot the Church tea- 
cheth all th inges neceſſaty to ſalustion, 
according to that promiſe of Chriſt : 
When the ſpirit of ttuth ſhall come, he 


will ceach you all truth. So that the 1 16. v. 


Church hath hicherro condemned all he- 
reſies, and heerafter allo will condemne 
all errors ariſing and oppugning the Ca- 
tholike faith. In like manner ſhe al waics 
an{wereth to all doubtes and d Mculties 
propoſed vnto her, becauſe the is alwaics 
preſent and alwaics liucth . 

6. The Church hath alſo the: ſixt 
property, that isto ſay, neceſſity. For no 
doctrine mult be recevued as a point of 
faith, vnleſſe it be receyued and appro- 


ved by the Church, as we haue declared Srprac.8. 


before by the example of 8. Pl who butus Con- 
from 


al . Ys 


although he receyued his Ghoſpell im- 
mediatlyfrom God by the reuclation of 
Chriſt, yet he was commaunded by 1c- 
udation to go tothe viſible Church, and 
to conferre the Ghoſpell which ke prea- 
ched with thoſe who were in the viſible 
Chorch, leaſt perhaps in vaine he ſhould 
runne, or had runne. 

7. Lea and atbers could not ſaſely 
B I bes 
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22 ' Part .I1.Controncrſ.171. 
belicuc him vuleſſe his doctt ine had byn 
approued by the Church, as Tertullian, S. 
Hicrome, and $. Auguſiine well note. The 
Apoſtle S. Paul ( faith 8. Anguſline) called (ri 
beanen,if be bad not ſound the Apoſtles with whore 
by conſerring b Gboſpell he might appeare to be 
of the ſame Society, the Church would net 41 all be · 
leve bm. Thus S. Auguſtine « And much 
more the Ghoſpells of S. Marks and 5, 
Luke, who were not Apoſtles, but only 
their diſciples, ſtood in need of this appro» 
bation of the Church. Here upon Gich 
Tertul.L4 Tertullian. If be from whom S. Luke recezued 
contra bus light, deſired to haue bis fatth and preaching au- 
Marci.c.z, therized by bu predeceſſors; bow much more reaſon 
S. Hier. Ep. bane I te deſire the like for the Gboſpell N. 
m.5. Luke, ſeen the ſame wat ſo neceſſary ſor the Ghe+ 
A. Tom (ell of bu Mayſter i Thus farre Tertullian. 
2. Conere 8, And hence it is, that the 1cucla« 
Pauftum tions of S. Brigit,and $ . Catherine of Siena, 
— — albeit they were truly teuealed vato them 
Te. loco OY God, yet they do not appertayne to 
no, the Catholike faith, becauſe they ate not 
Gal.x, v. approucd by the Church, as the vudoub- 
ted and certayne word of God. 
9. Euen 28 alſo in the Apoſtles tyme 
many before 8. Luke wrote the adts of 
Chriſt, as S. Luke-himlelt teſtifyeth , and 
Tuc r. v. i yet notwithſtanding the Gboſpells o nly of 
| two of them, to wit S. Matthew, ands. 
1 % Marks 
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( Conttruing the ground of Faith.) 23 
Marks are auchenticall , for it is well 
knowae that $ . lohn wrote his Gholpell 
long after 4. Lukg: but the Ghoſpells of 
the rett who wroce before 4. Luke do not 
appertayne vnto faith, becauſe they were 
neuer approucd by the Church. Wherby 
it luthcietly appeateth, ho neceflary the 
approbatio & authoriryof the Church is, 

106. The Church hath theſcaucach 
property of the ground of faith, tor by 
the Church and net conmaction & com- 
munio,a true belicuer may be diſtingui- 
ſhed trom an lafidel: for be who belies 
ueth the Church and heareth her, is's 
true belicuer , but he who doth not heare 
her, is an Infidell: if be will not beare the 
Church, ſaith our Lord , let him be vnto thee 45 Matt 19; 
an beat or public7, And S. lobn (aith:be which Y. 17 
hnoweth God beareth vi,he which not of God, 1 · Io 4 + 
doth not beare vs . Pe Go 

tt. The Church hath the eight pro- 
petty. For what(ocucr we belicuc with 
our Catholike faith, we belicuc it, be- 
cauſe it is teuealed vnto vs from God by Cal J. 4; 
the Church. But God now reucaleth no- li. c.9. 
thing to euery member of the Church im- . 1. & 
mediatly by himſelſe. Yea euen our Ad- 178. 
ucrſaries do well admonich vs to la- f conf 
bour molt of all, chat no way, ot leaue be 


grauntcd to ſuch fantaſticall reuelations. 
B 4 12+ The 
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12+ The Church hath the ninth 
property. For the Church conuinceth al- 
fo Turkes and Intidels by naturall tcaſons, 


8. Thom, ot which ſort there ate many extant in 8; 
#4 . libro Them . We ptoue allo the Church by the 


contra 
Gent * 


Infra cap. 


19 . butts 


untreu. 


very ſignes and markes of the Church, 
which arc manifeſt vnto all, cuen Turkes 
and tntidels, wherof we will ſpake more 
hereafter 

1 The Church hath alſo the tenth 
property, becaule in the Apoſtles Creed 
there 'is cxpreſſed an article of the 
Church: For preſcatly afcer the faich 
of the tra: Cod the Father, che Sonne 
and the holy Gho't,firlt of al is ſet downe 
this article, I belie ue the holy Catholi be Church. 

14. Moreoucr that the Church and 
her preaching is the ground ot faith, eui- 
dently appca eth by the wordes.of holy 
Scripturc. For when S. Pau diſputeth of 
that faith whetby vl ate to be faucd, he 
reduceth this whele faith to the prea- 
chinese of cheChurch, & vato her ſending 
& calling of ocacrsta her Eccleſialticall 
offices. | 

t. Sothis Apoſtle in another place 
Cee) rreth, that God niet appointed jone Pa- 
fers and Potors in bis Church , that we be not 
c , w aura i Ab, and carried about with 


fiery wud of did tiue, but that we may be ſlalle 
and 
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(Concerning the ground f fayth.) 25 
and conflant alu ayes in one and the ſame faith, and 
cum ſeſſ um of the S nns of God. | 

16. + Laſtly thole words of $ . Paul 
arc moſteuident , wherein he affirmeth, 
that +he-Church is the pillar and groundof 1. af Tim. 
trath . Where we are to confider , that e- 3, + 15+ 
uery foundation of any building bath 
two offices, that is to lay, to vphould 
the houſe, & to ſtrengthen it. The Apofile 
heere attributeth the both to the Church, 
the one, when he calleth her the pillar 
of truth, the other when he calleth her 
the ground of the lame truth . For thepik, , . 
lar alſo-of the earth according to the He- Pſalm. _—_ 
brew phrale,doth ſignify —— foũ- yet iuxts 
dationsof the earth. So God is ſayd to Hebrocs 
ſhake the pillars of the carth,S elſwhere 75. v. 4+ 
to ſtrengthen the pillars of the carth , 
that is to lay , the very foundations 
thereof, | 

17. Theſe ſo manifeſt and perſpict- 
ous words of the Apoſtle do compell Cal- Cala. in 1. 
uin at the laſt to be of our opinion; albeit a4 Tn. 3. 
after his accuſtomed mancr at the firſt, he . 
wrongfully ſlaund: ret ij vs, affi- ming that 
Catholiks hold, ar to vſe his owne words, 
do blab out, tiiis boribie Aſadbem che is to ſ47, 
that the truth of God is fran ing, wiciſe 
it be vphoul len by t e shoulders of nen, ani tha 
the worde of God is vncertaque till by bumle 
B 5 prajersy 


36 Part. II. Contronerſ.T I. 
prajers, 44 it were, it borroweth ſome certaynety 
from men . And afterward be atitmeth 
that che Apoſtte in this place would no- 
thingels , but cthat the truth of God is 
ſupported by the pure preaching of the 
Ghoſpell . But that which he ſayd firtdiz 
a mecre ſlaunder, tor we do not ſay, that 
the truth ot tue word of God abſolutly, 
and conſidered precilcly in it (cle, recei- 
ueth it certainty and ſtrength from the 
Church, for ia this ſenſe it receiueth a 
molt perfect ſtrength and large authority 
from God himſelte / but in regard'ot men 
and in conſideration of our knowledge, 
Infoe bac it receiueth it certainty fro the Church, 
Controu., 4s afterward - we will declare more at 
£46.16. large: the which alſo Calamin the words 
fine. immediatly tollowing , acknowledgerh 
to be molt true, when he wriceth in this 
Cala. loco forte : &. Paul (imply vnderſtandeth ( ſayth 
citato, Calain ) that whichan other words be ſayth in the 
Ad Rom .. tenth Chapter to the Romans, becauſe fayth is by 
10. V+ 17 , hearing, there wilbe no ſayth,vnleſſe there be ſome 
that preach . Therefore in regard of men , the 
. Church ſupporteth the truth, becauſe it mabeth it 
famous by ber pravſe and com mend. ation, becauſe 
the retameth it in ſincerity and purity , and becauſe 
che deliuereth and ſendeth it to ber poſterity. Thus 

Calum. | 
18. Butthat which ſecondly he ad- 
deth 
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( Concerning the ground of Faith.) wy 
dech chat the ttuth ef God {is ſupported 
and vpholden by the pure preaching of 
the Church is indeed moſt true: but be 
would haue conſidered that this = 
hing of the Ghoſpell cannot be toud 
t only iu the Church, and that,no O- 
thers but men can preach the, pure Gho- 
| , Wherefore if the truth of God be 
ſteyned by the pure preaching of the 
Ghoſpell , it neceſſarily ſo loweth alſo 
that the Church muſt be. ſuſtained by 
men, and conſequently that the Church 
of Chriſt is the gound of truth, albeit not 
abſolutly, yer in regard of vs and our 
knowledge, So as Bets allo is forced to pps in 
cõſeſſe the ſame, explicating thoſe wordy 1. ad Tr, 
of the Apoltle,the pillar and ground of truth; z.v. 16. 
Pnderfland this, la yth Be A, not ſimply in it ſelſe 
laut in regard of v1. Thus be. 
19. It is therfore manifeſt as well 
out of Calum,as Bets, that the Church ia 
regard of ys is the ground of truth, or of 
the word of God, and conſequently of 
our fayth which relyeth thereon . But 
that which in regard of men is the groũd 
of our fayth, that is the true ground ther- 
of , becauſe our fayth cannot well, nor 
muſt not be conſidered but in regardof 
men, (ecing that our fayth cannot be 
found but in men only: it ther ſore in re- 
gard 
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gard of men the Chufth is the gound of 
eruch , it is alſo moſt truly and neceſſarily 
the ground of our fayth . 

20. Furthermore, that the ancient 
Church of the holy Fathers: did coſtanely 
hold the preachiog and authority of the 
Catholike Church to be the ground of 
our fayth, thoſe excellent words of S. 44 

* guſtine do manifeſtly declare, when he 
writeth thus, diſputing again(t the Ma- 


Sera Epiſt. - tees I;, layth he, would un beliene the 


c. 5+ 


Calu. | x Church maucd ne therunts: this letẽce of S. 44. 


In/lit . 
ſe. 31 


guftinevexeth'our Aduerſaries very much. 


Calain gocth about to peri wade the igno- 
rar people, that 8. Acuſl in [peaketh of him- 
ſelfeas yet remayning a Mamcbean beretthe, 
and not of himſelſe as being conuerted 
and made a Catholihe . But-this is a ridi- 
culous euaſion for the words which fol- 
low 2 litle after do ſhe w, that this is a falſe 
interpretation of Calu'n , If thou deeft bold 
thy ſelſe to the Gboſpell S. Auguſtine ſocaketh 
vnto a Manichcan heretike ) I would hold my 
ſelſe to thoſe, by whoſe commandment | belieue the 
Gboſpell. He (peaketh therfore of himſelfe, 
as now being a Catholike : and after a 
few words . VV boſe authority, ſayt h he, lein 
bnſrinved cy weakned, | could not now euen belicuc 
the Ghoſpel it elſe. Where he ſheweth plainly 
* : that 
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(Conterning the eround of Faith.) 29 
that our foyth doth ſo depend of the au- 
thority of the Church, that it being 
weakned ot taken away, it could not te- 
mayne or continue by any fayth of the 
Golpell. Wherby it is manitelt , that it is 
falſe which-lumw writetb, that S. Auguſline 
did only ſpeake of the accidentary and 
not of the neceſſary cauſe . 
21+ Others (lay, that S. Augaſiine did 

ſpeake of this, or that bocke ot tue Co- 
ſpell, and not of the whole Ghoſpell in 

enerall. But the very Words of S. Au- 

me doe teach the contrary , becauſc he 
ſpeaketh cuery where of the Goipell it 
ſelfe in generall , Moreover one and the 
ſamereaſon is of one booke of the Gho- 
ſpell, and of all the reſt, as concerning 
fayth . 

22 « Others laſtly do anſwere, that 

S. Auguſtine did not ſpeake of the Church 
of his tyme, but of the primitive Church 
wherin were the Apoſtles who approued 
the Ghoſpelts.' But this ſolution is alfo 
eafily refured out of the words next iol- 
low ingo , fa ich S. Auguſtin, I bane obei- 
ed, ſa7myg , Belus the Goſpell u ij boni | not obey 
them then, ſaying vato me, Doe wot betiene Man 
chew. But it is manifeſt that the ꝓt imitiue 
Church ſpake nothing of Mambews , but 
that Church only which waz 8, 2 
1 
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ines tyme layd vnto him, doe not belieue 
8 Auguſt, Manichew. For Manichew liucd many ycaret 
Tom e. cõ-· atter the ptimitiue Church, yea euen after 
tra Fauſt g. Cyprian, that is to (ay, almoſt three 
4 . hundred yeares after Chriſt,as the lame 5. 
anguſtme teltifyerh , and it is otherwile 
ſufficieatly well knowen that the Man- 
chean hereſy was vnknowne inthe world 
before the yeare 277. See Baromwin his 2 , 
Tom. in the yeare 277 . in the 3. number 
and others following. 


CHAP. VI. 


The arguments of our Adverſaries are 
confuted . 


Ov it remayneth we anſwere 

to the arguments of our Aduer- 

ſaries, tor by our anſwers the 
difficulty of this whole contro- 

uerly, wilbe more perſpicuouſly reſolued, 
Their firſt argument is, if che authority 
of the Church were the ground of fayth, 
then it would follow,that our faith relicd 
vpon men and not vpon God , for the 
Church conſiſteth of men. Our Aduerſa« 
ries do oſten repeate and inculcat this ar · 
gument vnto vi. I anſ were, that the ſame 
. N- 
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( Concerning the ground of fayth . ) z 
argument, if it were any thing worth, 
would alſo proue that we ſhould not be- 
lieue Scriptures, becauſe al thoſe who wrot 
the books ot the Bibles were alſo men; 
but as we do believe their writinges not 
becauſe they were men, but becaule they 
had a certaine peculiar #{h{tace of the hol 

Ghoſt who did ſo gouerne and direct the 
that they could not erre: ſo in like manver 
we belicue the Church, and make it the 
ground of our fayth , not as it conſiſteth 
ot men, but as it hath ſperciall and con- 
tinuall aſſiſtance of the boly Ghoſt , by 
home ſhe is continually gouerned and 
directed: wherby it commetk to paſſe 


that ſhe can neuer erte as we haue proucd Cop . 
fracedent , 


alittle before 

2+ Wherefore to make the Church the 
ground of our fayth is nothing els then to 
make the holy Ghoſt and Chriſt bimſelfe 
the ground therof . For it is he ho ſpea- 
keth ynto ys by the mouth of the Church 
according to that ſaying of S. Paul: Scribe you 
an experiment of lim that (peaketh in me, Chriſt? 


And in another _ (peaking oi his own c- 
:therfore he — 4 rs. rmth. %, 


doctrine he ſayt 
things deſpiſetb net man but God , who alſo bath 


as s Gough jt conſiſted of men 2 , 23 the 
Churches 


my; Bur our Aduerſaries do — ad Theſe 
thinks & ſ peak too baſely of the Church, 4 · v · 8. 


x. Cor. 
Int. 4. 5.15. 
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Churches of InfidellandHerenkes , ſeeing 
that the chiefe part of the true Church 
of Chriſt is the holy Ghoſt, who is as it 
were the ſoule and ſpirit of the Church. 
3. But neither is this to make the Scri« 
pture or the holy, Gholt ſubiect & inferi- 
to our menſ as our Aduetſarise ate wor to 


cauil) but oly to hew;that the holy Ghoſt 
is euery Where confot mable to himſelte, 
& that in all things he neuer differcth or 
diſgreeth fro himieiſe. Whether he ſpcake 
vnto vs by the holy Scripture, or by the 
mouth of the Church, as Calais acknow- 
ledgeth diſputing againſt che Anabaptifls 
and Libertines , who by ſuch an argument 
went about to reiect the holy Scriptures, 
to wit, leaſtthe holy Ghott might be 
made ſubiect, nd inferivur vnto them. 
4: I be ſecondargument is, that Chri- 
ſitans may and ought to indge and examine all 
tlungt, as the Apoltle ſayth, therefore the 
ſpirit of cuery Chriſtian ought to be the 
groũd of al things. I anſwere, that by the 
lame argumẽt the Anabaptiſls & Libertines 
reiected all the Scriptures, that they might 


only retaine the ſpirit, as witneſleth Ca- 


wn, but badly: for euen as Chriſtians muſt 
diſcerne and iudge all things ,, ſo muſt 
they allo obſerue the rule and mei hod in 
nnr 
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ſcribe vnto them, and which himſelte 
appointed, but this rule is not euer one: 
priuate pit it, but the ſpirit of the whole 
Church, For it is altpgeather neceſſary 
that the rule of ſa yth be molt certayne & 
free ſtom all errors n as the [piric of the 
whole Church is, and not that of e 1 ; 
pt iuate man. Hereupon ſayth S. len, He Y — 
which knowerb God beareth yz , bewho is [not of 7" 
God, doth nat heare v1 : in this we know the ſpirit 

of truth and the ſpiyit of erer. We mult ther- 

tore iudge ot cucry man, by that they cy- 

ther hearc or do not heate the Church, dc 
becaule they either agree or dilagree fro 

the ſpit it of the Catholike Church. 

5. The third argument is, that Ca- 
tholikes proue the Church and the au- 
thority thereof by the Scripture, therfore 
Scripture is rather the ground of fayth 
then the Church. I an{were firſt, that the 
ptoofe ofthe Church which is taken out 
of Scriptures, when we diſpute agaioſt 
heretikes , is an argument called by Phi- 


loſophers ad beminem , and it is deduced 
out of the premiſes already graunted z in 
which manner alſo the firſt principles or 
grounds of cuery ſcience may be proued, 
and ovt of thoſe thipges alſo which of 
themſelues ate not very ſtrong and cer- 

. C tayns 
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tayne . So out of the old Teſtament a- 
gant the lee ptoue the new teſta- 
ment, albeit this to is the ground of our 
fa yr: becavie rhe fewer do aomit and re- 
cciue the old Heſtament bur not the new, 
yes alſorucy out of the leid Talmud we 
prouc many things againit the le, be- 
caule they adinit and approve it as the 
word of God, but yet their Talmad 1s not 
the g ound of our tayth, becaule this only 
56, a6 i fayd,an argument deduced out of 
luch rhinges as they graunt vnto Vs. So 
in like maner beceule almoſt al heretikes 
admit che Scripture, and teiect theautho- 
rity ot the Church, therefore when we 
diſpute againſt them, we proue the autho- 
rity of the Church by the Scriptures , 8s 
premilles already graunted by them. But 
if we were to deaſe with Infidels or other: 
ho doe not admit the Scriptures,then 
the ſayd Scriptures were to be proued by 
the authority of the Church and not con- 
trarywiſc . For it is a thing farre better 
befra.c.rg, and more commonly knowne, that there 
buns cõtr. is a Church, then that there are the holy 
f-w., Scriptures,as afterward we will bew 
more clearly. 

6. Secondly I anſwere, that there is 
Os Aa. | 
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( Concerning the ground of fayth .) 35 
and the Church, that the Scripture 
may very well be proued by the au- 
thority of the Church, and againe the 
church by the authority of the Seripture. 
Neyther ſhould this ſeeme ſtrange to our 
Aduerſaries, For Logicians allo know very 
well that, that which by it owe nature 
is more certayne & better knowne, may 
be proued by that which is more certaine 
and bettet knowne vnto vs, by a demon- 
ſtration, called by them 4 poſſeriori, And 
corrarywiſe that which is better knowne 
vnto vs, may be proved by that which is 
bettet knowne and more certaine in his 
owne nature, by a demonſtration called 4 
priori. So the cauſe is proued by the eſſect 
& che effect by the cauſe; as fyre is proved 
by heate 4 poſteriori, and heate by the na- 
tute of fyte 4prieri. So in like manner b 
the authority of the Church , the whi 

in regard of vs, is mote certa yne and bet- 
ter knowne , we proue the Scripture , as 
it were a poſterior} , and by the autboriry of 
the Scriptore which in it owne nature is 
more cettaine, we prove the true Church 
of Chriſt «s it were 4 priert. 

7. The fourth argument. S. Paul te- 
ſlityeth, that the Church is ſupported by 
the ground and foundation uf the Pro- 

C 2 Pete 
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phet andApoſiles, that is toſay, by their 
Propheticall and Apoſtolicall doꝙ tine, 
but Ji the foreſaid doctrine be the ground 
of th, Church „it nccellarily followeth 
that this doctrine appeared to be certaine 
in it ſelte , before the Church began to 
be, The Church therefore mult, be that 
which giucth certainty to the doctrine or 
writiogs of tac Apoltles, but rather their 
döctrine and writings do affoard ſut- 
ficient certainty to the Church, So Calun. 
I an{were firſt , if we will follow the in- 
terprecatio of this place alledged by Bex, 


Beta in s. Caluins argument wilbe nothing worth. 
Cad Fpheſ. For Be will haue this to be the ſenſe of 


thoſe words, that the Church is built 
ypon Chriſt who is the ground and foun- 
dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, and 
he will haue only Chriſ to be the ground- 
worke, and the Apaſtics and Prophets, he 
ſaith, were only as the Architect and bualders 
of this Church, as alſo all faythfull Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt are at this day , but not the 
ground it ſelfe. Bexs allo addeth, that he 
1s truly Antichriſt who attributcth that 
vnto himſelſe which belongeth only to 
Chrift, that is to ſay, to be the ground and 
foundation of the Church. 

. . Onet wen eee 
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( Conterning the ground of Faith.) 33 
followcth manifeſtly, that Caluin is truly 
Antichriſt . For he attributeth vnto all Mi- alu. loco 
niſtets ofthe Church, and to their do- c. 
ctrine, and conſequently voto bimſelſe 
and his one doctrine, that they ate the 
foundations of the Church, but accor- 
ding to Bec whoſoever attributeth this 
ynto himſel fe is plainly Ant ic hriſt, becauſe 
he attributeth that voto himſelfe which 
only belongeth vnto Chriſt, 

9. Secondly I anſwere, that yet what- 
ſocuer Be ſayth, Calmms expoſi: ion is the ., 
trewer ,agrecing therin with S. Chryſe- — 
flome, 8 . Auguſtine , Theopbulytt and other 1. 
auncicnt Fathers , that is to lay, that S, . S. 
Paul in this place calleth the 4poſiles and Auguſt. 
Prophets, the ground and foundation of fay th, Tom. fl. in. 
or that which is al one, their doctrine: for in Fal. 8s. al 
the ſame place he compareth Chrift to the ?:,* 
chieſe coner ſlone , ang the foundation af 
this ſpirituall building doth conſiſt of 
man 1 * but — is one loweſt and * 
cheifeſſ, to wit, Chriſt Ieſus, who ſupporteth 
all, and who is that cornerſtone which v- 
niteth the lest and Gemills togeather, as 
. Paullayth in the ſame Chapter. 

10 Hence it is that S. lohn in the 
Apocalyps affirmeth that this heauenly 
Citty hath twelue foundations and not 
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only one, and Chriſt notwithſtanding is 
the chiefeſt of all the foundations, and 
8. Auguſt the foundation of ſoundations,as 5 . Anguſting 
Tom. f in, ſayth that is to lay , of all thoſe twelue 
Fel. ss. foundations he is the foundation. 
n u,ẽj: 11. And heete the Apoſtle vſeth the 
Hebrew phraſe in which it is all one to lay, 
Vpon the foundation of the Apoltles and 
Prophets & to ſay, Vpon the Apoltolicall 
and Propheticall foundation. For the He- 
rav. brews often vſe the genitiue caſe of the ſub- 
ſtantiue, for the adreftine, as 4 wan of blend c 
lertit, in the fifth PI. me fignifieth, a blou- 
dy and deceitfull man 

12 - Furthermore, that w hich Calais 
layth that the Apoſtolicall and Propheti- 
call doctrine hath it certainty of itſelf be. 
fore the approbation of the Church, that 
indeed is true , but this is the certainty 
which it hath of it owne nature from 
God himſelfe , but in regard of vs it recei- 
* ueth it certainty from the Church, az 
Cala and Be witneſſe, & as we baue 
already declated. 

13- But Caluincrreth in this, that he 
thinketh $ . Paul to treate in this place of 
the Scripture only of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets. For not only the Apoſtolicall 
$cripture is the ground of our taith , = 
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( Concerning the ground of Faith.) 39 
all the doctrine of the Apoltles , And few 
ofthe twelue Apoltles, to wit, only hue, 
haue written any thing, but of the other 
ſcauen, there are no writings extaut, 
but yet they all taught the Apo ſtle ther- 
fore ſpeaketh of the Apoitc lc all dotrine 
and not only of the Sctiptute. 

14. But neyther do we deny that 
faith dependeth of the Apoltles doctrine 
yea more then that we (ay that our faith 
dependeth of the doctrine of the prelene 
Church. For when we atfirme that the 


Church is the ground of our faith , we Ad Rom. 
10. P. ty. 


do not vnderſtand by the Church, the 
ſhoulders or bodyes of them who arc in 
her , but their authority doctrine, and 
preaching; for by theſe thinges faith is 
in gendred, and as the Apolile witnelleth, 

faith i by hearing 
15. But whenſocuer we treate of the 
true Church of Chriſt we do not ſpeake 
of that which wanteth true faith, which 
is deafe, dumme ot fooliſh, and which 
alſo eyther neglecteth, or not vnderſtan- 
deth the Word of God or Scriptures, for 
ſuch a Church isnot the true Church of 
Chriſt . But we ſpeake of that which be- 
lieueth, which ſpeaketh, which prea- 
ched tho pure word of God, which ke- 
C 4 peth 
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peth and expoundeth the Scriptures moſt 
faithfatly , and Which fittly applyeth 
them in Sermons & Exhortations, Amo 
vs therfote all theſe worde haue one — 
the ſame ſigniĩſication, the Church, the 
fa ich of the Church , the preaching and 
doctrine of the Church, the word of 
God preached by the Church, and the 
truth of God propoſed ynto vs by the 
Church. And we vaderſtand all theſe 
thinges by the name of the Church , 
when we lay, that ſhe is the groud of our 
fayth . For all theſe thinges are eyther 
properties , actions, or offices of the 
Church which cannot be ſcparated from 
her . 

16. Whercfore our Aduerſaties doe 
erre exceedingly whe they ſeparate euery 
one of theſe from the Church, and op- 
pole or obiect it againſt her, as though it 
were a quite diſtinct thing from her, nay 
of the true Church of Chriſt they make 
her the Sinagogue of Sathan, Therfore 
the Apoſtolicall & Prophet icall doctrine 
muſt not be ſeparated and made oppoſite 
vnto the Church, as Caluindoth , (ecing 
that it is an eſſentiall part of the viſible 
Church. Caluin therefore diſputcth as if 
one ſhould make this argument .A man 
with- 


| 
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without his ſoule neyttierTecth , fpea- 


keth ; not yederſtandetti; therefore a mam 
neyther ſeetii „ ſpeaketh, nor vnderſtan- 
deth. ivy 

17. Butperaducntureforne will fzy,. 
We haue laid a little before, that faith is 


the ground of the Church , and now we Supra c. y. 


ſay, that the Church is the ground of 
faith, wherof the one ſeemeth to be con- 
trary vnto the other. I anſwete, that heere 
there is no contrariety. For there ate two 
kindes of faith, the one is the particuler 
faith of euery Chriſtian , wherby togea- 
ther with hope and charity, eucry one is 
juſtified, the other is the generall and 
common faith of the whole Church. 

Theparticuler faith of ech one telyeth 
ypon the Church, to wit, vpon the faith, 
preaching, and authority of the whole 
Church. But ſhe her ſelfe relyeth vpon 
the generall faith and profeſſion, and 
preaching, thereof in the whole Church, 
which is an eſſentiall part of the viſible 
Church, When therfore we ſay that the 
Church is the ground of faith, we ſpeak 
of the particuler faith of every Chriſtian. 
But when we lay, that faith isthe ground 
of the Church, we ſpeake of the ge netall 
fith of the whole Church. | 

C5 18. There 
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18. There are other arguments of our 


Com I. a. Aduerlaties, but we may eaſily anſwere 


de locis 


therunto by that which hath byn already 


Theol. c. l. (aid, the which Melchior Conus and Bellar. 
Nd. l.) mine doth proſecute and handle more at 


& verbo 
Dai c. vis. 


large, yato whom wereferre the Reader. 


For they arc borrowed of the Anabeptafts & 
Libertines , wherby the authority of the 
holy Scriptures themſelues is no leſſe di- 
miniſhed and infringed then that of the 


Church. 


C HAP. VII. 


That the Church doth not only gine 4 
bare teſtimony , but alſo authority 
10 the Scripture . 


H x s matter is hcere briefly to 
be examined, that it may more 
clearly be ynderſtood how neceſ- 
ſary the Churches approbation 
is to the eſtabliſhing of the authority of 
the holy Scriptures. But to the end that it 
may more clearely aꝑpeare wherof we di- 
ſpute in this place, it is to be * 
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( Concerning the greander foyth ) 44 
that ſeing that our Ad ies 
deny, bur that the Church affe 
ſome teſtimony to the holy Seriptures, 
they affirme, that this teſtimony of the 
Church is only a bare teſtimony, and got 
aceſtimony of authority. 

2+ Forthercare two kindes of ta- 
ſtimonyes . The one is called « teſtimon 
of authority, becauſe ypon it, the nach 
of the things teſtified dependeth. Vt is 


called alſo a neceſſary teſtimony, becauſe 


without it the thing in queſtion is not 
ſufhciently teſtified, I he other is called a 
barc teſtimony and not neceſſary , that is 
to ſay, when ſuch a teſtimony is not ſo 
neceflary , becauſe the matter izotherwile 
ſuthciently teſtified . Such a teſtimony 
was that, which 8. lob» Bi gaue of 
Chrift. For Chrift had ſufficient teſtimo- 
pics beſides, 

Oft the former teſtimony of au- 
thority Chriſt ſaith . But I do not receyue my 
teflimeny from men, to wit, the teſtimony 


loan . b. 7 


Jon. v. 
4 


ol authority & neceſſaty. For ofthe bare zodem. c, 
teſtimony be had ſpoken a little before: s. v. 36. 


75 bath giuen teſti to 
trath. But this was a bare teſtimony:w 


ode c. Fo 


ſore Chriſt a little after ſaid , 1 bane 4 greater v. 36. 
teflimony then lobn , for tbe workes why b the Cap» 3+ 


Fa- 


F eee 
F. ien me is profit them: the very wor 
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bath ſent me, And ib Father that ſent my , bum- 
elſe bath guien teftimweny of me. All which 
ith Chriſt of the teſtimony of autho- 
rity.. Our Aduetſaties therefore lay, that 
the Church giueth only a bare teſtimon 
to the Scriptures , as S. Iohm gaue to c 
but ſhe giueth not a neceſſary tellimony 
or that of authority. 
4. But that the teſtimony of the 
Church, is altogeather neceſſary, as that 


' Wherof the authority of the Scriptures 
19, dependeth, is very manifeſt by that which 


is laid in the former Chapter. And b 
that alſo which we alleadged in the firlt | 
diſputation, where we ſhew that there iz 
now no firme teſtimony wherby we may 
know certainly, which booke is canoni- 
call and which not, beſides the teſtimo- 
nicof the Catholike Church , For now 
neyther are the miracles wrought which 
God did in tymes paſt, neyther doth 
Cod ſpeake immediatly by himſelſe, as he 
ſpake in the baptiſme and transfiguration 
of Chriſt. VVherefore there remayneth 
only the third ordinary manner, wher- 
by God ſpeaketh by the mouth of the 
butch. The Church therſore doth not 
b giue 
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ive a bare teſtimony only. to the holy 

— pturs, but the teſtimony of authority, 
to wit, that wherot the authority of the 
Scriptures dependeth, as concerning vs 
and our knowledge. 

5+ Moreouer if the doctine of &. 
Paul Rood need of the Churches appro- 
bation , as we haue already proucd out of Se. 8. 
the Scriptures, much more S. Lukes Ghoſpell 2 
who was only $. Faul ſcholler ſtood need ou 
— as Tertullian w itne ſſeth, 22 8 
becauſe 4. Luke receyued not thoſe things 
which he wrot by reuclacion from God a —— 4 
as S. Paul did, but by tradition from: o- Aci. a. 
thers, as he himſelfe writeth . And the Luc. . b.. 
ſame alſo may be (aid of . Marks, whole 
Ghoſpell, as S. Hirrome writeth, the Apo- 
ſtle S. Peter approued, and by his authori- 
ty he commaunded it ſhould be read in 
the Church. 

6. Butneyther is it true that ſome 
lay , that the authority of approuing the 
Canonicall bookes was only reſident in 
the Apoltles and the primitiue Church; 
but the enſuing Church bath js not. For 
the Apoſtley did not apgrone all the Ca- 
nenicall bookes of the new teſtament , 
For if they had donne ſe, there had re- 
mayncd ao, doubt of many of them for 
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many ages aftcr the death of the Apoſtles, 
euen among Catholike good men as we 
haue noted betore; But many yearcs after 
the Apoſtles tyme by the general Coun. 

ere cap. cells and Decrees of the Church, ſome 

$- Contr.1, hookes were approued, w hetoſ there way 
before ſome doubt. 

7. Yea more then ſix hundred yeares 
after Chriſt , there were many C atholikez 

Told who did not receyue the authority of the 
Council, ©+ apocalyps , as appearcth out of the fourth 
16. Toletane Councell. 

8. And that which is more before 
the Councell of Trem,thawere many Catho. 
likes who thought that it was Ia full for 
them to doubt of all the bookes of the 
new Teſtament, the which in rymes paſt: 
S, Hierome ſcemed to iudge as doubttull; 
as are the Epiſtles of S. lamm, the ſecond 
of S. Peter, the ſecond and third of $. lola, 
the Epiſtles of . lade, the Epiſtles to the 
Hebrewes , and the Apecalyps, And if it had 
not byn for the Counccll of Trer, or ſome 
other new Decree of the Church, none 
would as yet condemne them'as Hereti- 
— » Who called thoſe bookes in que - 

on. 
9. Bythetwhich hath byn ſayd it ap- 
peareth manifeſtly, that the Canonicall 
Scripturei 


Concerning the — 5. 
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thority, not from the approbation of the 
primitive Chureb , but rather from the 
approbation of the Church ſucceeding; 
yea euen of this preſent Church, to wit, 
of the Councell of Trem. 

16. Laſtly albeit the preſent Church 
ſhould not haue the authority of appro- 
uing Scriptures , as theſe men ſay, yet 
notwithſtanding for three other reaſons 
the authority & teſtimony of this preſene 
Church is neceflary , Firſt , becauſe we 
know not certainly what bookesthe pri- 
mitiue Church hath eyther written, or 
not written , approued or reiedted, but by 
the teſtimony of the preſent Church . Se- 
condly , neyther do we know whether 
thoſe bookes came vncorrupted vnto vs 
or noe, but by the ſame teſtimony . Third- 
H. becauſe we cannot otherwiſe know 
which is the true ſenſe of thoſe bookes . 


CHAP, 


Rom, 20s 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The Argument of our Adnerfatyes are 
confuted. - 


H = firſt argument of our Aduet- 
laries.is;,1 be Church ix groun- 
, ded vpon the word ot God; and 
: by the word alſo of, God. it is en- 
dred , nouriſhed,and gouecracd , and 
it is lubiect to the word of Cod 2s to the 
words of her ſpouſe. Ianſwere, out Aducr- 
ſaries do in a manner cofound the write 
word of God, with the word of God in 
gencrall, the which they ſnould not doe; 
tor ther arc three ſorts of the word of God 
to wit, that which is belieued, preached, 
and written, The belicued word is in the 
hart of the Church, that which is prea- 
ched is in ber mouth, and that which 
is writtcn is in her bookes. Of the belie- 
ticd and preached word, the Apoſtle 
ſayth: the word is in thy mouth, and in thy bart, 
this is the wordof ſayth which we preach. We 
contelle', that in the belieued and — 
. ch 


— 


are 


ucts 
dun- 
aud 
sen- 
and 
2 the 
ucr- 
ritte 
d in 
doe: 
God 
hed, 
the 
rea- 
hich 
elie- 
oſtle 
bart, 

We 
rea- 
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ched word the Church is touuded, be- 
caule by the ſame it is ingendred , nouti- 


ſhed , and governed, and that vato tis, v. 10. C. 
word it is lubiect and obedient, as YAO 344. v. 16 » 


the Words of her (paule,, For indeed this 
kind of word is ueceldary for the Church. 
For witbour bart ( (ay th the Apoltle ) we be- 
liewe vate leite, but with the mew cenſeſton i 
made io ſalu dun. And againe, How wall the . 
beare wiilont 6 preacher f 
\ 2. But che nature of the written word 
isfarre different, tor this is hej thet altos 
geather nece ſlaty tor the Church, ſceing 
that the Church was without it more 
then two thouland yeaies ; uo ythber can 
the written werd be preftiiabie to the 
Church, unleſle it be allo rightly preas 
ched, and belicucd . For what coth it 
profit a man to haue the Bible, valclic he 
tightly belicucand vndetitand ut? 
3+ Kut the Scripture whereof we 
now diſpute, doth only cunterne written 
word , but the belicued sud preached 
word are cõte ined in the vitite Church, 
as the neceſſary and eſſentiall parts therotz 
ſe ing the one 1s as it Mete tlic liſe in the 
hart of the Church, the oth-cr as it were 
the (peach in ber mouth: neyther can 
they cuet be leparated from hes , accors 
| | 2 dwg 
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ding tothe ſayuig g und promile of God: 


Iſaie v. The 04s Drebr1 Haile fut may mom aha not 


Pu . 


* 


Apt, from tes ον nor from re mouth of thy 


ſerut not ton the month 0 nn. ren 
deu n jor: cher mare. 

J Waurretwret this argument doth 
prove tue quite corrary, for lee ing that rae 
Written word retiqheth of profe and au- 
khority trom. the (rightly bchieued and 

teached word, which are the partes of 

we Church ; mt is necetfiry that the 
Written word receiue that aviftHority and 
wriity froin tne Church, as that, wherin 
wtnly the word rightly Ne and be- 
yicued is to be fo ned ; 

5. Fhe'fecond atgument . If the 
Church fhould teach any thing contrary 
to the Screptites we were not to belicue 
the Chutcu. Fherefore the Scripture doth 
not rece-ue chat authoriry trom the 
Church, but rarher che Church from the 
&eriprure . | anfwere, that 'in the lame 
miner it may be ſaid, that if the Scripture 
mould conte ine any thing againſt tiuth, 
we ſhould not alſo belieue it; if the boly 
Ghoſt ſhould vttet and (: peake any ly,we 
ſhould not belieue him. But theſe condi- 
tions arc indeed impoſſible ,and blaſphe- 


mous #gainſt God; ; Wherefore chen ore wy 


( Conttrning the ground of Fayth .) ox 
not ouly, to be admitted but not cuca'ts 
be pr p ot C htifti.ns . For it u im- 
polli bic that the Church (bould teach any 
thing COurrary to the SCripuures., for 
then the holy Gholt thauld lye , becauſe 
he boold teach one thing by the 
Church, and the eontrary by the Scri- 
PU C2, 

6. he third argument, if the Seripeusa 
re ct iue that authority itrom the Church, 
theu me Chur h (ould be aboue the Scri- 
pturc: lach ſcemetb to be veryablurd 
I antva ie | bat the Churches about the 
Set iute, may be voderlio0d (we ue. 
Fl, beduſe the Church excecdeth the 


Scripaure in di; uu and cxceliency and * 
in this nic, Without all doube,thbke + . 
Church is ab one' the: Sctipture, lor the | 4 


Sci ptote is made tor.hber Church „und 18: 
not contrarywile, 4/lthings( ſayth the A- Le 
pokttes) we dune ſor you ; Chtilt dycd forthe 
Chutch, and not tor the Sctiptures: the 
Oburch belicueth, bopeth , louch and 
pray ſed God, but the Seripture doth none 
of theſe: The C Horch ſball teigue and 
us eue rlaſtingly with Chriſt in heauen: 
the Scripture hall periſh aſter the day at 
Jadgement . Laſily the Caurch comei- 
neth in it the word of God righaly be- 

D 2 licucd 


4. % 
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licucd, preached , and the holy Ghoſt ir 
(clic; all which do: tarre exceede the 
writtew! word in excelicncy and dig- 
nit 3 

— Sccondly it may be vaderſtood 
— che Church 4. abouc the Seriprure, 
loutihe may cnangethe Scripture, ot ot 
Scripture make no Scripiure , or tally 
he wary (catch lomewhet corrary to Scri- 
ptzrey or dcpart'trom the true ſenie of 
Scripture: lu which ſenſe the Sedtarres of 
thizty me tay, chat we atme the Church 
20ibe aboue the Scripture. And thus it 
astallo that the Church is abouc the Scri- 
pture: butacyiher is there any Cathohike 


elle l. Which mn this ſenſe will atme that che 
3. de yerbo Church is aboue the Scripture, as Bellaye 
Dei c. vlt. mine truly athirmeth . For if the Gharch 
in reſp, ad were in this ſenſe a bout the Scriprareghe 
24. n Church ſhould erre, aud be oppoſite vnte 


her ſclſe, becauſe in that, the CHurch 
bach once approuct the Scripture ſheer 
not any more reicct and dilproveaty vm 
leſſe the contradict her (cite, whith ! is im 
poſſible , 

$. The fourth argument. The holy 
Scripeure receiucth her authority imme- 
diatly itd God himſelſe becauſe he is the 
Author of the re. » therefore x 
doth 


( Concerns the grand hf FA. +4 
dot h not recerue it authority from the 
Cbhmeh. Lenſwere, that ther o kinds 
of certavnties ;the one of the thing-in ie 
owne Nature; the other in reſpect of vs: 
fo alſo there are two kinds of author 
tyes ;the one of the thing eonſide req iii 
felfe , and this bath the Scripture ſtom 
her ptineipall Author, to wit , God him 
felfe : the other is in reſpect ot vs/ id 


this it hath from the Chotchʒ as wetwueCp, n. 


proved before out of Cala and Bet 
For we know not otherwile that Goch 
is the Author of the Scripture with any 
certainty of fayth , but by the teſtimony 
of the Church. ' 27 

9 . And that which we haue ſayd of the 
Scripture , may alſo be euidently ſtetie in 
Chriff our Lord, who is aboue the Seri- 
pture. For Chriſt wayforced to proue this 
authority by miracles, that it might the 
better be knowen andellpwed of men 
For otherwiſe the Ieawes had not beene 


Fracedent, 


9-17. ox 19 


bound to haue admitted his authogity , J. ,. v. 


Hereupon, ſayth Chriſt, ſpeaking vnto his 


diſciplesof the lei, If | bad nor done among © 


14. 
Auguſli 


on. 9. 


them workes , that no other man bath done , Trac. 
they «hould not hau ſinned, that is to lay, i los. 


of lnſidelity, not belicuing in Chriſt, as 


S. Auguſtine very well expoundeth . And 
5 - 


3 in 


Toa. 10. y. 
37. 
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in another place ſpeaking vnto the lewes, 
he layth , If I 4 net the works of my Eather, 
beliene me not +1 

10. But if the authority of Chriſt 
which was moſt excellent in it {clfe and 
immediatly from Cod, ſtood in need of 
thoſe mcanes wherby it might become 
knownec vnto vs,to the end it might ob- 
lige vs to belicuc ic ,much more, tbe au- 


*thority of the Scripruce will ſtand in need 
of it, albeit it be immediatly from; God, 


to the end it be made maniteſt vato ve. 
For other e thould not be obliged 
bythe authority therof. But this is not 

one now by miracles, nor by the im- 
mediate or extraordinary reuclation of 
God; Therfore it reſteth that we (ay it 
isdone by the ordinary & mediate reucla- 
tion of God, chat is to ſay,by the Church, 
or tather by che holy Ghoſt , which [pca- 
keth vnto vs by the Church. 


LI gif 


. 


* 
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Tha 


( Concerning the ground of ſanth . ) 35 
| | s 4.22603 


CHAP. IX. 101 


That the Church is the lade of al Cont 
trouerſus in mauer of Faith, 


E 1y 6. that there ariſe dyyly ſo 
many diſputations and Controver- 
[ies of matters ot faith, none can 
deny, but that there muſt neceſla- 
rily be ſome ludge appointed, who muſt 
de fine, end, and determine ſuch Contro- 
uer ly es, for other wile there will neyer he 
an end oſ ſuch, matters Bur it is a great 
diffculry who muſt be this Iudge, The 
Sectaricsof this tyme almoſt all retuſe the 
Indgment of the Church. For they ſee 
very well, that if they #dmir her as iudge 
all their errors wilbe quit ouerthrowne , 
Wherfore ſomc of them affirme that rhe 
fole Scripture mult be the ludge of all 
Controverſies, and this wss the tri do- 
ctrine of our Aductſaties, to wit, Luther 
& Zainglias. 
2. But our later Aduetſaties when 
they conſider, that it is an abſurd thing 


to make the Scripture (being a thing . 18. 
without life )the Judge , a» we haue de- — 


D 4 cClared 
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tlated before, they fly vnto their private 
Ipirit, the which they will have the judge 
of all Controucriics. Bur leaſt they may 
leeme to attribute too much vnto theme 
lelues, they endeauour to colour their pti- 
uate ſpitit with the famous title ot name 
of the holy Ghoſt, affirming the holy 
Ghoſt to be che only iudge of all Contro- 
nerſyes. 

» VVherfore there are three thinges 
heere to be proved, Firſt, that theScrip- 
ture cannot be judge, S-condly , that 
neyther the private ſpirit can be it. 
Thirdly , that the Catholike Church 
is the only, and moſt true ludge of all 
Controuetſies. 

4. As concerning the firſt, wheras 
our Aduerſaries epety where teach , that 
nothing is to be bel icued which is not 
expreſſely to be found in holy Scriptures, 
itis a ſtrange thing , that they would 

rfwade men that the Scripture is 
the ludge of all Contronerſies + wheras 
we read no ſuch thing in any place of 
holy Scripture , . 

5. . Yeacuen in theſe, reſtimony is 
onlyattribured to the Scriptures , and not 


lan. 4. v. ndgment.Searchibe Scriprures(ſairh Ch iſtj 


Iv « 


and it ſamt ore they that giue teflimony of . 
13 , And 


* 
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And hence it is, that the law of God is 
often called in Sctipture in the Hebrew 
phraſe da, ot Eduth,or Tewds,that is to fiy, 
a teſtimony; yea cucn in one Plalme it 
1s called aboue twenty tymes by that 
name. 

6. Moreoner in the Prophet Jſ% in 
the ſame place falſely cited by our Ads 
uerſaries , that they may proue ther- 
by the Seripture to be the iudge of Con- 
trouetſies, it Is called a witneſe, or a teſtr- 


P/alm.uff 


mony, and not a Iudge, nay rather to the % . v. 
Law, faith the Prophet, aud to the te- 20+ 


ſtimony. 
7 » Furthermore, nothing is more 
ablurd then in matters of ſuch moment 
to appoint ſuch a deafe -and dumme 
iudge, and who may alſo'be corrapted 
for both parties, and whoſe ſencence ey- 
ther party vleth indifferently. Bur it is 
manitelt, that the Scriprure is ſuch 's 
judge, for it can neyther ſpeake nor 
heare :andſo in like manner do all He- 
tetickes ancient and moderne alſo vie 
the Scriptures. Laſtly almoſt all our Ad- 
uer ſat ĩes doſee, how abſurd theſe things 
dre, and therfore they fly vnto their owne 
uate ſpirit, the which they call the 
oly Ghoſt - Wherfore-et ys come now 

L 4 co 
95 
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to the ſecond point, 

8. As concerning therefore this pri- 
pare ſpirit, firitthere is none w bo doub- 
teth but that the holy Gbolt is the chicfe 
— of all Controuerſyes . But the 
queſtion is, where this holy ſpirit is 

to be found, and in whome it remay. 
neth , 

Morcoucr it is certsine, that the 
boly Ghoſt doth not remayne, or is to 
be found in any booke (lealt peraduenture 
our Aduerſaries hou'd fend ys to then 
Bibles) but in the hartes of the beljcucrs, 
Now we aske whether this holy Ghoſt 
which is the Judge of all be in the hart 
of every believer, or rather in the hart of 
the whole Catholike Church. It they 
ſay in the hart of the Catholike Church, 
we have our deſit :: if they (ay in the hart 
ofcurry private man, it will follow that 
no private perlon can erte in his owne 
judgement , ſceing that the holy Ghoſt 
cannot erre- in his judgement. . Heere 
trucly we ſeeke for that ludge which cã- 
not etre. 8 

10. Furthermore euery private man 
ſhallbe come the ludge of ahe whole 
Church. if euery ſuch priuate perſon hace 
this ſpirit, which is the Iudge phe 


* 


| 
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whole Church : wherapan there will 
enlac a great coutulion inthe Church of 
Cod. 8 
the ludge, the our Aduerſaties mult needs 
admit the auncient Fathers as ludges of 
all Couttouerſies, the which they will 
neuer do, for they date not deny, but that 
the auncicut Fathers were true belicuers ; 
why therefare do they attribute ynto 
themſclues that which they ſo vehe- 
mently deny to all che auncicat Fa- 
thers? | 

12. Moreover, if euety belicucr cats 
not erte in his judgement ,much leſſe can 
a great many ſuch crre, and leaſt of all 
can the Church of all belicucrs crre. 
Waeretore whatſoener our Aduerlaries 
ſay , they. wilbe forced to confeſſe and 
graunt, that the holy Ghoſt is the Iudge as 
he remaineth in the whole Church, igea- 
kiog and judging by the mouth therof, 
and in this manner cuen out of our Ad- 
verlaries doctrine we gather by a neceſſa- 
ry conſequence our opinion 

13. Laſtly, that wich they afficme 
chat che priuate ſpirit of every particuler 
perſon is lodge, is therby declared to be 
balls that they chem(ſclucs nn 
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that there is no privace man which at 
fome tymes cannot erre in his judgment: 
but heere we inquire tor a ludge which 
cannot etre. For otherwile in matters 
of ſuch moment, and of which out eter- 
nall ſaluation dependerh, we ſhould dan- 
gerouſſy be forced to have recourſe to 
an erroneous ludge, whoſe iudgement 
is variable, vncetrtaine, deceitfull, and 
often tymes manifeſtly falſe, 

4. Bur now as concerhing the 
third point, that the Church is the udge 
of all Controuerſies, we prouc by theſe 
argumente. Firſt, the Church' harh all 
the propertie ofa fit iudge , for firſt the 
hath an exact knowledge, the boly Ghoſt 

Joas 16. v. u tach yon, faith Chrift, all truth. 

22 t5. Secondly, the Church cannot 
be corrupted by any giftes or prajers. 

For the is as the Apoſtle witneſſeth, the 

. 4. lar end groundof trath . 

. Oo) E hirdly , the Church heareth, 
ſpesketh, giueth her judgment, and ex- 
amineth the reſtimonyes of Scriptures 
and Fathers, as experience it ſelſe tea- 
cherh vs. 3 
17. Fourthly, we ate bound to ſtand 
to the ivdgement of the C hure h, yo wil 

— wt heare th Church, (aith or- Lord r: 

17. 46 (4) n 


_—_ 


| 
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haw be vnto thes 45 4% and publican. _ 
18. Fittly, che Church hath power 

and authority to punich. / Vhs, il en, c. 

laith the Apoſtle, har come wee you with , 5. v. 

#redde , or in charity, and withithe ſpirit of m. ,_ Cop. vis 4 

need And manother place, If i come againe  .n- 

1 il yot ſpare. And againe, that being pre- . (er hd. 

fem, | may ut deals hardy according to the + 30+ 

power ut h our Lord bath gtuen me yulo cdifica- 

1499 , and wor ve u HCI. 

19. Sixtly, the Church abſolueth, 

byndeth, and tetaynctn bunes , cxcom tb. 18 

municateth, as the holy» Scriptures dot v. 5 

exprefly reftifty, and our Aducriaries doe ſoαα . y. 

alto contefle , all which actes belong 3+ 

vnto ludges, but the Scripture doth none 

of them. 

0 be ſecond argument. The 

holy Scripture exprelly atfitmeth, that 

the Chureh doth fomertymes judge . 

I indeed abſern wn body , but preſent tn (perit hu 2 22 

already inf a1 pr eſent lum tba bath ſo done , y * 

in the name. of e Lord leſus Chrift , you ben 

gyatbered togeather, and my (111t , vub the vertus 

eur Lord leſm Ci, to deliver ſuch an one 

nue. Anda little after, De not you wage | | 

chen that are rnb : where the Apollle ©: . bl 

plainly faith, that the Paſiours of tbe 

Church judge thoſe which are in the 

(ra F r 
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Church. u. alt 61 | 
12 21, The third argument is taken 
from their common pred of the 


 Coaurcb, uc in the old as in tac new 


Tettament : For in the old Icitamcur 
thc chice judgement of ail caliles was or- 


17 v. 4. deined by God himielte ; tirit in che 
ſeq. 1 Pat. booke of Numbers, nd afterward it was 


Is . 0. 


en 


Ne. 1 Yo 
. . 


con htmed in Dtascrenemy, in which ludg 
ment the prieltes did ut as lud yes, aud 
the chice tudge who did giue his lcu- 
tencc, for in all thinges which were 
doubrfull by the expicile communde- 
ment of God,the common people were 
cot to this ludgemenr of the Church. and 
not oaly tothe holy Scriptures or to the 
priuate ſpirit of any. 

22. Moreouer till: the comming of 
Chrilt , this manner of wdging conti 
nued in the old Law . For of it Chritt 
himſelſe ſayd, Vpon the chairs of Monſes hate 
ſituen tbe Scribes and the Pbariies. All thinges tber 


"© fore — thall ſ to you, ebſerve.yee 


and doe yee : this Counceil ot ludgment, in 


the yeares following , by corrupting the 
Grecke word, the lewes called Sanbedrin, 
as it were rondgier , that a5to lay an al 
ſembly ot Councell . | 

23. 


In like manner in the 5 
ſtament 
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ſta ment when there arole that controum- 
ſyabout the obſeruatioof the legall cere- 
monies or cuſtomes, the Apoſtles did not 48d. u. v. 
lend their diſciples to the holy Scriptures . 

only, or to the private ſpirit of any, but 

they aſſembled themlelues togeather, and 

detined w hat was to be beſieued. It ſeemed 

good ( (ay they ) te the boly Ghoſt and v1 . For 12. 1. v. 
we holy Ghoſt is as it were the ſoule of vis. or, 
the Church. And this Decree of the Apo- 4 &. 1. v. 
files S. Paul and . Barnabas did diuvige 4 + 

and promulgate euety where, as appea- 

reth by the lame Chapter, and the next 
following, where thele determinations 

of the Apoltles, ate called Decrees or ac g u.. 
cording to the Greek Phraſe #1=q46ire, that . 

is to lay things already iudged : her- 


ppoy ath\'21. vorf. 25 . the Apoſtles doe 


ſay. that iudging and decreeing they had 
„ritten this. 

124. lu the ſame manner in the next 
ages, the 4riam the Macedo mai, the Neflorians, 
Enticbrans , and other old Hetetther were 
judged and condemned by the Carhe- 
uke Church in the generall Councells 
holden at Nice, Conſtantinople , Caledon , and 
others . 
15. Laſily,our Aduerſaties in their 
conũiſtories and aſſemblies doe viurpe 
yas 


— — — — — 1 
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vnto themſc lues, the authority of iudgeg, 
neyther doe they reterre the ibogment to 
the Scriptures alone, or to the piuvate ipi- 
ricot any. 

26 « Yea Caluin convinced by theſe 
realons conteſleth, that the writinges of 
euety private perſon nuli be ſubmuted to 
the juugmẽt of the © hurch;,Wiere he allo 


Cala, is concludeth thus: Ney ther iherefore, Ian th 


untl. 3: he ,do wecerndenine, er ammub ite authority of 
tre Conc |, The Churcb,nenther do Ic grue liberty to ener) re- 
Trid.ſſ.» Kard ſellow to do wha . eh 1 woridio God,tbey 
im ine. would c vs ſucſh a Chub, 41e Loy Sarptune 
doth puint or dejertbe rnio vi, We ue ould eafuly agree 
about ibe lenor thereof « I hus he. But we 
Will wew in the cnluing Chapters luch 


a Church as the Scripture detcribethz ! 
wiſhally we may agice concerning the 
honour and authority thereot , 

27. Thercarc two principall argu- 
ments of our Aduerlaries : the fitit is, that 
the holy Ghoſt is not tyed vnto men, but 
ijudgeth freely in w hatſoeuet it pleaſeth 
him, therefore he is not tycd vnto the 
Church. But the ſame argument would 
proue, that there is no certainty in the 
bolv Scriptures , For they wha wrote 
the Scriptures were men, vnto whome, 
according to our Aduciiarics ie 
N 0 


| 
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'thoboty Ghoſt was notryed . I ab{iwene 
therſore that the holy Ghoſt is not ab- 
folucly bound or tyed vnto men, but 
be is tyed to his owne; Bromilc , as al» 
40 to the words and promiſes of Chill. 
For neyther the holy Ghoſt , nor Chrift 
himielte can deceive ys in not perfor» 


ming their promiſes ,becaule as the As erte 


ſe fayth God cannot lye. But God 


ub promiſed that he Wilde with his 


Charch:; not only one or two dayes, or 
oue ycate, bat even till the end of the wl 
He promilcd, that be esl grue the 
Ghoſt 10 remayne and ſlay with y1, not for one 
on two yeares,only „ but cacriefiingly. It is 
needfull :therfore that he performs and 
ſtand to bispromiles. 

11. Theſcond argument. If thoſe 
things which we bauc (aid of the Church 
#5 ludge, were true, it would alſo fol- 
low: ahnt the Church is ludfie ob the 
holy Scripture, and conſequently of the 
word: of God in:geoecrall , I anſwere 
that the word of God in generell cannot 
be called in queſtion or doubted of by any 
which proſeſſeth Chriſt , For the divine 
fayth cannot be without ſome word of 
God , but where there is noe contro. 
ucrly, there is no ncede of any Judge , 
| E But 
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But if of any one part of the word of 

God, Whether it be M ritten or not writ. 

nen, there ariſe any controuerly , as tor 

Tobu 14. N. example, ot the crue ſenſe ot the written 
58. Word, without doubt -we mult recurte 
vnto the - iudgement of the Church: 

for ic helongett vnto het 40 iudge of the 

a truc lenſe ot che holy Scripture, and of the 

F _ expoſition thereof (which is the chicter 
port of the written word ) as alſo oi any 
doubtſull Icrrer ot che holy Scripture: tor 

_ leeing thar in rymes: paſt, there haue 

deene many controut yes of divers barks 

of holy Sct pture, and et rhe-parriculer 
Chapters and partsehicreot, as alſo ot the 

irue lenſe of the letter, and other Written 

poynts of tayth, it. 1s maniteſt, that noc 

other ludge bur the Catholike Church 

hath ended or denne d att the le contro- 

nerlye s, Lo 417 TH | 

19 But in this judgement of the 

Churety there are te tb inges to be con- 

ſidertd the one, that the Church doth 

not iudge of any part of the word of God 

Conci'Tri. gut of her ow ne proper ſenſe and iudg» 
dent o[4)-4 - ment, or at her owne pleaſure with 
— * but the word of God, as her Aduerſarics, 
72. and namely Calum doth ron gfully ſlaun- 
der het, but by one part of the word — 

: Co 
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God ;w ich 


| h ot >B F d- 
word of God dcliucred by Ern dite e 
judgeth of the written word of Gad,agd © 


ot the true ſenſe thetof. 

30+ The other thing tobe confi- 
dered, is, that when the, Church doth 
judge of theſe things they are not men 
only which judge as our Aduerſaries 
pretend , but the holy Ghoſt alſo himſelfe 
who iudgeth and ſpeaketh vnto ys by 
the Church. It ſcemed goed , lay the A- 
poltles, to the boly Ghoſt and v. For cucn ag 
the act ions of a mans body, are not ſo pro- 
perly the actions of the body, as of the 
loule which quickneth and moueth the 
body : fo the actions of the whole 
Catholike Church , arc not ſo much to 
be attributed vnto men, who ate as it were 
the body of the viſible Church , as vnto 
the holy Ghoſt, who is as it were the 
ſoule which giueth lyfe and motion to 
the body of the Church . They ther- 
fore who deny this judgement of the 
Church, are net only inturious to the 
Church , but olſo to the holy Ghoſh 
Hitherto of the properties, offices, 
and power of the true Church of Chriſt. 
1 . 
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